Taylor University

Pillars at Taylor University
Milo Rediger Writings & Addresses

Milo Rediger

1-19-1970

Christianity and Intellectual Respectability
Milo A. Rediger
Taylor University

Follow this and additional works at: https://pillars.taylor.edu/rediger-writings
Part of the Christianity Commons, Educational Administration and Supervision Commons, Educational
Leadership Commons, Higher Education Commons, and the Religious Education Commons

Recommended Citation
Rediger, Milo A., "Christianity and Intellectual Respectability" (1970). Milo Rediger Writings & Addresses.
18.
https://pillars.taylor.edu/rediger-writings/18

This Manuscript (Unpublished) is brought to you for free and open access by the Milo Rediger at Pillars at Taylor
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Milo Rediger Writings & Addresses by an authorized administrator
of Pillars at Taylor University. For more information, please contact pillars@taylor.edu.

. - J_,/

CHRISTIANITY AND INTELLECTUAL RESPECTABILITY

Christianity and intellectual respectability are not irreconci Iable, as some
of the intellectual half-men of the recent past and the present have told us.

It

is the partially informed, inadequately educated man that pooh-poohs faith and
a recognition of the super-natural.

In fact, anything less than intellectual re-

spectabi lity is not reconcilable with true Christianity. Where faith confronts
reason, the nature and action of faith are not so much irrational as suprarational.
I want to develop three concepts. First, the dignity and responsibility of
man as the characteristic and distinctive marks of God•s highest created order,man;

f

Second, the logic of a living faith; Third, the precedence of the will over the mind ivvv

•

psychological functioning of the living soul, the human being, man. These

three concepts are not separate and discrete facts, but are facets of the unified
truth about man. The record of God •s creative activity shows an ascending order
of values from light to life, from vegetation to animal, from the inanimate to man.
God formed man of the dust of the earth, the material, and breathed into him the
breath of life, the spiritual. This unique combination God called living soul.

~.

(see Gen. 2:7)
The significant psychological fact about this being is hisdignity - he is
made in the image of God. The significant theological fact is responsibility, his
relation to the Creator, his obi lity and obligation to experience and participate

·tivt...._

-2in such a relationship. These two facts or aspects of his being mark man off from
the lower orders of creation and make him a unique and distinctive being, both
before and after the fall, the record of which follows immediately after the description. (3 after 2)
The record is worthy of comment here. A simple statement of the purpose
and organization of the Bible is that it gives us truth about God, truth about man
and truth about the relationships that can and should exist between God and man.

It obviously cannot contain all truth-- 11 even the world could not contain the books 11
if ever)Uhing were to be written. But what is written is true - all truth and
unified truth.

If we were discussing inspiration, it would be our purpose to dis-

cover and show that the message of the Bible is reliable and that it is adequate
for man•s salvation.
Back to the dignity of man. There can be no higher status for the creature
than to be made in the image of the creator. The Bible gives us this information,
and the knowledge is important to man for the fulfillment of his purpose in life.
Where this knowledge is withheld, according to missionaries and other travelers
to heathen parts of the world, man is degraded to the level of lower-order animals.
This knowledge, which is essential to the realization of status and fulfillment of
purpose, is presented in the first chapter of the Bible, God 1s revelation of truth
to man. The importance of this knowledge of origin is further underlined by St.
John as he presents Jesus in the phrase,

11

knowing that He had come from God,
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and that He was going to God .L-. 11 A big part of peoples• intellectuaft rouble

~

~

r ;today
J is that they don't know where they came from or where they are going. ·r~_.vr;v~
'
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Th"1 1s con us1on an uncertainty
• • par exce II ence, so "fCh
· • · prov1"d est he
1
nst1an1ty
knowledge of origin and destiny, it is indeed intellectually respectable -

c~~-f!.fl_}

Responsibility is intellect meaningfully related to something or someone.
Man is so related to his Creator that he can respond and is obligated to do so.
This is responsibility, and it is a burden as well as a privilege. It makes demands
on man, his performance of which condition the promises and commitments God
has made to him. Man has attempted to escape this responsibility by claiming
he is determined by his circumstances and his environment, or by pleading predestination. He would, as Francis Schaeffer says, claim to be a programmed
creature. But the Biblical position is that man is free, not programmed. A
significant slice of freedom is built-in, and responsibility is inescapable, the
determinists and the predestinarians notwithstanding.
A second concept I have called the logic of a living faith.

Elton Trueblood

speaks of a trilogy or a syllogism from which our generation has de-emphasized
or dropped the middle term. The first is an inner life of devotion and the third
is the outer life of human service. But the middle term has to do with rational
thought, with conviction and belief, with values and responsibility. This is
where the fulcrum is, where we can find a firm place to stand, from which to
v ~.-rrtl'-

. give meaning to the devotion and direct-ion to the service. E.g., when Jesus
had Peter and James and John on the mountain, he was transfigured before them,
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they heard the voice of God, but they did not understand. Then He took them
down into the valley where the wallowing boy and the frantic father desperately

j._L J>t.if- ~::t : istry.

But they could not help either the boy or the father _

,-L1Jt:J,a;t.Jt!.

When Jesus had delivered the boy and reassured the father, they asked Him to
fill in the middle term- to explain to them why they were helpless in the face
of human need. His input illustrates the importance of the intellectual content,
the basic belief and conviction of the Christian. He said, "This kind comes out
only by prayer and fasting.

11

Who is the prayerfu I and fasting Christian? It is

the one who thinks deeply enough to fast and believes firmly and intelligently
enough to pray effectively. Fasting is not simply missing meals. It is,
rather, such deep, thoughtful, believing engagement in prayertbat permits time, including mealtime, to go by unnoticed while you continue to
pray. Praying at this level of intercessory experience is a demandingly
rational aspect of a living faith. And this is what makes faith productive. True faith and Christian action are indistinguishable. James
said, 11 faith that does not lead to action is in itself a dead thing."
This is why so many people are today disillusioned with the current
nominal Christian profession--and with the church. This is why

so

fev

have been challenged by, and attracted to, the Christianity of our generation. In its effect on people, this lack of vitality and reality and
integrity is just like the unawareness of the dignity of man resulting
from his origin.This further aggravates and complicates the confusion and
-

frustration that has captured our age.
But all of this further emphasizes my point. If faith is real, i f

5
prayer is genuine, and if Christian integrity is obvious to the world,the world
will respond to the logic of the life- answers, to the life- purpose al¥i to the
life ~eaning

that Christ and the Bible are. The Bible way, the Christ way, the

.--- r-

Christian way- just make sense.

It is not only intellectually respectable; it

is intellectually appealing.
Now, for the third and final concept:

th~

unified being we are, as persons,

including the rational, psychological and behavioral aspects, and the

significan~

functional order. I said earlier the will precedes th~ind~~ome of the most
cr~tical

processes and procedures by which knowledge is acquired and decisions

are made. Jesus referred to it in John 7:16ff. MY doctrine is not mine, but His
that sent me. If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of

God---.

St. Paul develops the same idea in his discussion of

natural and spiritual discernment.(read 1Cor.2:12-14)
This is the Biblical principle which keeps rationality from becoming arbitrary, legalistic, cold intellectuality--which is another aspect of the problem
of our

t~ne.

Notice again how this points up the unity of the being, the person,

in constitutio~s created, and in function as expressed in behavior. There are
many ways of saying it. Jesus said, If a man*.!!ll• that is, if he decides and
wants to do God's will, then he will know the truth, truth of and about God.
Contemporary voices are Elton Trueblood, as he speaks of the God who really is,
and of a place to stand; Francis Schaeffer who writes of the God who is there
and of the man who is free in his. dignity. Let
these elite and say it

simp~

m~ add

my contemporary voice to

for our purposes today--if we want to know God

and truth, our way to approach the God who is there, the God who really is,
is to recognize this unifiedness of the intellectual and psychological aspects
of personality, recognize Christ's principle that behaviorally the will precedes
the mind, and make the decision to educate ourselves. Notice, the language is
precedes, not supercedes or transcends. It simply functions first in order to

./
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prepare and predispose us to appropriate action within a rational and logical
frame of

re ferenc~his

Christia~

It suggests that
pl~

is the true Christian intellectuality.

commands even greater respect when we understand this

kno~nng

principl~.

God and truth is really serious business. God doesn't

around with grown-ups; you have to go beyond the child's Sunday School con-

cept. You must really want to know God, you must really be prepared to acknowledge and do His will--then you will know Him and the dactrine, not automatically, but you will be prepared and predisposed to seek and findY-Him and truth.
God is not just a whim of your emotions; He doesn't just tickle your feelings.
He made us in His image, He revealed Himself to us in Christ and the Bible, and
He responds to our sincere search for Him.fWhen you seek me, I will be found
of you."

In conclusion, translated into contemporary language and issues, Christianity is intell ectually respectable because it intercepts and intersects modern
life at points that r eally count. Let me list

~ examples.

In the malaise of confusion and uncertainty, it provides a place to stand
and a place from which to start. It is clear and confident.Jesus Christ is described in the Gospels and is demonstrated in changed lives. God is like Jesus
Christ, and this makes Him approachable by us. It is reassuring because we see
the evidence of life-changing power.Whether Saul of Tarsus, Francis of Assisi,
or Odle of Upland, the evidence appeals to the rational

principle~eeing

is

believing.
It is also the answer to racism and discrimination. Christ saw every individual as an object of God's love and concern. (Remember the Junior class chapel
program--I have been trying to remember that everyone I see is someone that
God Loves.) '1The black man is not only politically an equal, but spiritually a
brother ~ A recognition of this by all of us is the basis for a solution. It is

primarily an intellectual, a logical, appeal. But again, the will to perform
must be pre-combined with the mind's grasp of the rationale if behavior is to be

c~dU-~

